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Balgreggan House and the Freugh Estate are considered the seat of the Barony of Freugh. The house and its 

estate were located in Stoneykirk Parish in The Rhins of Galloway. Balgreggan House, which sat amongst deciduous 

woodland to the west of the village of Sandhead, was a mansion rebuilt in 1730 to a design by William Adam for John 

McDouall. 

The original mansion was bought by Uchtred McDouall in the 1660’s from the Crawfurd family, descended from 

Sir Gregan Crawfurd, who, according to folklore, was instrumental in rescuing King David I (1084 – 1161) of Scotland 

from the assault of a stag in 1127. Hence the original name of the house ‘Gregargan’ (see map from 1595) before it 

became Balgreggan. 

 

The house may have been largely destroyed by Oliver Cromwell’s purge of the Covenanters in the 1680’s. Patrick 

McDouall’s estates were confiscated in July 1681 by Royal Charter and given to John Graham of Claverhouse, better 

known as Bonnie Dundee. 

For a time Balgreggan became a cavalry barracks. Claverhouse made several attempts to take possession of it 

but was apparently thwarted by the tenantry. His estates were listed as: ‘the lands of Galdenoch, now called Freuch, 

with houses, buildings, yards, orchards, mills, woods, fishings, moors, etc.’ (p.91 Copper Inheritance). Claverhouse was 

killed at the Battle of Killicrankie in 1689, and the lands were restored to his son, Patrick McDouall on 26 August 1692. 



It was restored/rebuilt and extended in 1730, the date on the sundial. Note that Patrick McDouall (the younger) died in 

1729 and was succeeded by his son John McDouall of Freugh (1700-1757). 

The military map of 1752 shows all 

three locations, including ‘Castle McDougal’. 

Balgreggan was rebuilt in 1730, apparently 

on the ruins of another castle, where 

evidence of an old castle tower and slit 

windows were found in the cellars during a 

1925 visit by Dr. Herbert Crichton McDouall 

(1860 – 1947), a keen family historian, who 

wrote in a letter to the Earl of Bute of ‘the 

Castle of Freuch and of Balgreggan’. 

From the map, the castle appears to 

be quite separate from the Mott or Moat of 

Balgreggan near Sandhead, and is referred to 

in other documents as a tower or fortalice. 

 

The Maitlands 

On a map of 1782, the owner is given 

as Frederick Maitland. His father, the Hon. 

Patrick Maitland of Freugh (10th April 1731 – 

17th May 1797), was commander of an East 

Indiaman; he purchased the lands of Freugh 

and Balgreggan on 17th November 1775. Records show that on the 23rd March 1776 he had sasine of the lands of Freugh, 

&c. and on the 15th October 1778, he had sasine of the lands of Galdenoch, now called Freugh; and on the 13th March 

1790, of the lands of Auchintibbert, Cairngerroch, &c. It is thought that the Maitlands added the dormers on top of the 

mansion. 

Two of their descendants are also styled “of Freugh”: 

John Maitland of Freugh (19 Apr 1780 – d.20 May 1811) 

Patrick Maitland of Freugh (26 Jul 1804 – 8 Apr 1859) 

(Read more in Mike McDowall’s article ‘The Maitlands of Freugh’) 

 

The Freugh Estate 

The recently discovered sales brochure, dated 1902, would indicate that it presumably remained in the 

Maitland’s possession until about that time, when it would appear to have been taken over by the government, possibly 

due to bankruptcy – more in the appendix. 

Balgreggan was occupied by the RAF during WW2, after which it remained empty, and was demolished in 1966 

when thieves stole all of the lead in the roof. Our chief, Stuart McDouall, visited the location at the end of March 2017 

and spoke with the owner of the land whose house is just a short distance away. He learned that the house was 

demolished in 1966 and the rubble was carted away by the local council in order to build new roads – so our heritage is 

still being run over to this very day! 

Another interesting piece of information was that the Scottish window tax was one more reason that the 

McDoualls sold the property to the Maitlands. From the pictures, Balgreggan House had numerous large windows, and it 

certainly would have been an added financial burden. The tax was levied from 1748 – 1851. Amongst John McDouall’s 

papers there is a bill for the window tax due on his house “with the duty of 16 windows in his house at Drumfork, pay 

5th April 1782, £1 5s”. A house had to have at least seven windows or a rent of £5 to be taxed. Houses were built with 

fewer windows in consequence. 

However, the primary reason for the sale was because Patrick McDouall was resident in Dumfries, and thereby 

was considered the ‘Last Laird of Freuch’. In letters from our archives, we learn that Aunt Betty, Elizabeth McDouall, died 



1781 (John McDouall’s sister), and was the last resident at Balgreggan up until the time it was sold to the Maitland’s in 

1775. This is clear from Patrick’s letters with such comments as ‘Miss Betty now housekeeper in the big empty house’ 

(1757); ‘Aunt Betty goes on pretty well with ye Big Castle’ (1758); ‘Poor Crichton [Crichton MCDOUALL (May 1736 - 1767)] in 

his grave, there is no more occasion for Aunt Betty there’ (1767). 

 Further letters provide another clue for the sale, the mounting debts of Lord Dumfries which include much 
discussion of how the situation could be remedied from selling a number of properties to starting new businesses. The 
properties and titles eventually sold include Drumbuie (one of his farms), Restalrig (an estate in Edinburgh), his 
Commission in the Army, and Castle McDouall (Balgreggan). John’s banker writes inconsolably ‘But these things, the 
malignity of mankind commonly magnifies.’ John writes to his brother Patrick, Earl of Dumfries on October 19th 1773: 
‘My dear Lord, it gives me infinite concern to hear your affairs appear more perplexed, so much so as to oblige you to 

part with the Freugh estate. I think you are exceedingly right in selling something to pay off, or at least to bring your 

debts to a narrow compass. Till that happens neither you nor my lady can properly be easy in your minds. I feel very 

sensibly for you both. I wish a good chap may be found with cash who will give at or near the value for what you do sell. 

When the Castle is gone, I shall take my leave of that corner.’ 

However, the East and West Freugh farmlands were inherited by their only daughter Penelope, and thence by 

the Bute family. They were sold by the Butes at auction in 1901, and at that time, or shortly thereafter, were acquired by 

the government as a military base (eventually RAF West Freugh). 

After the Restoration of Charles II in 1660, hostilities broke out between the more committed Covenanters and 

the forces of government led by Oliver Cromwell. In 1679 Patrick McDouall of Freugh was on the losing side at the battle 

of Bothwell Brig. Consequently, his lands of Freugh and his house, Balgreggan, were confiscated, and granted to the 

leading soldier on the side of the government, John Graham of Claverhouse, afterwards Viscount Dundee, who was made 

Sheriff of Wigtown a year later. 

 If so, then it was the original tower that ‘was attacked and burnt by Cromwell’s troops in 1654.  This may have 
prompted the relocation of the family home to a new site beside Balgreggan House (as shown on Roy’s map of 1752).’ 
 

 

[Appendix follows]  



Appendix 

Sales Brochure titled, 'Residential Estate of Freugh and Balgreggan, including Kildrochet' 

Dated 1902 

Link: https://canmore.org.uk/site/215627/balgreggan-house  

 

Handwritten on the front of the Sales Brochure: 

93903A L.P. 

Not Sold. Upset Price £90,000 (see within). 

On Wednesday June 4, 1902 by A. Dowell at Edinburgh. 

 

Note: Definition of Upset or Upset Price: the lowest price at which a property may be sold, set by a court especially after 

a foreclosure, typically a situation in which a bank takes a property because the owner cannot make payments on the 

loan: Normally, lenders put up houses for auction with bids starting at the upset price in order to recoup their costs. 

 

The Rhins of Galloway – Ordnance Survey Map 

Showing approximate area of the Freugh lands – the green dot is Balgreggan, the blue dot Kildrochet. 

 
 

Area of Land: Arable  4,980 acres 

  Moorland    500 

  Woodland    120 

         Total: 5,600 acres  

https://canmore.org.uk/site/215627/balgreggan-house


Front Cover of Sales Brochure 
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Low Resolution Map (High Resolution Map follows) 
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[Zoom in on the tables below for more detail]
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